In the title compound, C 24 H 20 N 2 , the dihedral angles between the pyrazole ring and the pendant phenyl, toluoyl and phenylethenyl rings are 41.50 (8), 4.41 (8) and 31.07 (8) , respectively. In the crystal, inversion dimers linked by astacking interactions between the phenylethenyl rings are observed [centroid-centroid separation = 3.5857 (9) Å ].
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Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2014 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2014) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL2014 (Sheldrick, 2015) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
Pyrazoles are well known as important structural units in a wide variety of biologically active natural products as well as useful synthetic intermediates (Sarojini et al., 2010; Samshuddin et al., 2012) . Many 1,3,5-triaryl-2-pyrazolines were utilized in industries as scintillation solutes and as fluorescent agents. The crystal structures of some pyrazolines viz., 3,5-bis(4-methylphenyl)-1-phenyl-4,5-dihydro-1H-pyrazole, 3,5-bis(4-methoxyphenyl)-1-phenyl-4,5-dihydro-1H-pyrazole (Baktir et al., 2011) have been reported. In view of the importance of pyrazolines, the title compound (I) is prepared and its crystal structure is reported.
S2. Experimental
A mixture of (2E,4E)-1-(4-methylphenyl)-5-phenylpenta-2,4-dien-1-one (2.48 g, 0.01 mol) and phenylhydrazine (1.08 g,0.01 mol) in 30 ml acetic acid was refluxed for 10 h. The reaction mixture was cooled and poured into 500 ml ice-cold water. The precipitate was collected by filtration and purified by recrystallization from ethanol. Colourless blocks were grown from acetone solution by slow evaporation; m. p. 471-474 K. Yield: 63%.
S3. Refinement
H atoms were placed in calculated positions and refined as riding with C-H = 0.95 Å (0.98 Å for methyl H atoms) and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) or 1.5U eq (C methyl 
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